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The bug hunter







“I make an effort to understand 
 the history of an issue before 
 suggesting a patch.”



“I have a code bazooka.”



“Let’s talk about possible 
 approaches, and weigh them 
 against project priorities and 
 philosophies.”



“Why haven’t you committed 
 my patch yet?”



“WordPress has the benefit of 
 more than 13 years of recorded 
 decision-making. Let’s benefit 
 from it, and try not to make 
 the same mistakes twice.”



“Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaauuuuuugh!”





Know your tools



Understanding the 
discussion history



core.trac.wordpress.org

http://core.trac.wordpress.org


site:core.trac.wordpress.org …
Google site search:



site:make.wordpress.org/core …
Google site search:



Visualizing the  
history of the codebase



core.trac.wordpress.org/browser

http://core.trac.wordpress.org/browser


core.trac.wordpress.org/browser

http://core.trac.wordpress.org/browser


core.trac.wordpress.org/browser

http://core.trac.wordpress.org/browser


core.trac.wordpress.org/browser

http://core.trac.wordpress.org/browser




?annotate=blame



?annotate=blame



?annotate=blame&rev=28468



?annotate=blame&rev=28468



?annotate=blame&rev=28468



The Trac blame game: 
1. ?annotate=blame 

2. Preview the last relevant changeset 
3. &rev=[changeset - 1] 

4. Repeat



Finding the needle 
in the haystack



$ git log



$ git log

did you know you can  
contribute to WP using Git?  

$ git clone git://develop.git.wordpress.org

git://develop.git.wordpress.org


$ git log



$ git log  grep





$ git log  grep
author







$ git log -S

“The Pickaxe”







$ git bisect
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“I pledge to be sensitive to 
 the cultural and historical 
 contexts of the problems 
 I seek to address.”



Thanks


