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Backward  
compatibility



When you upgrade, 
stuff will still work





Classic

As shipped with WP 2.0. Running on WP 4.6 trunk.
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WordPress Versioning
x.y.z

z 2.3.3 → 2.3.4Bug fixes and  
regressions

y,x 2.3.3 → 2.4.0Backward-compatible 
enhancements

x

2.9.3 → 3.0.0
Compatibility  
breaks



• Templating system 
• Query vars (p=123) 
• Actions and filters 
• etc





Classic

As shipped with WP 2.0. Running on WP 4.6 trunk.



Backward  
compatibility 
is not all-or-nothing



“The only software that 
is 100% backward 
compatible is software 
that never changes.”

- Boone Gorges, WordPress Expert and #1 Heartthrob in Chicagoland 
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User interface



Developer-facing APIs





Preservation of data
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is not free



PHP 5.2



Accidental APIs 
and global state
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https://www.drupal.org/node/2613652

“1. Each new major release of Drupal 
contains many, often radical, improvements 
in functionality, scalability and usability. 

2. These advancements are made possible by 
not maintaining backwards compatibility 
with previously released code…”

https://www.drupal.org/node/2613652




Backward  
compatibility 
is important









A culture of upgrading 
depends on  
a culture of confidence



https://www.drupal.org/node/2613652

“Therefore, people adopting Drupal for their web or 
CMS project should plan for periodic upgrades of 
their project to the latest major release (every 6 years 
or so) in order to benefit from the ongoing active 
support of one of the finest open source development 
communities.”

https://www.drupal.org/node/2613652
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Thanks


